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Acts 14:21-28 (The Message)
 21-22After proclaiming the Message in Derbe and establishing a strong core of disciples, they retraced their steps to Lystra, then Iconium, and then Antioch, 

putting muscle and sinew in the lives of the disciples, urging them to stick with what they had begun to believe and not quit, making it clear to them that it wouldn't be easy:

"Anyone signing up for the kingdom of God has to go through plenty of hard times." 

 23-26Paul and Barnabas handpicked leaders in each church. After praying— their prayers intensified by fasting—they presented these new leaders to the Master to whom they had entrusted their lives.

TAKE AWAY -  Innovative Structures

Maintain basic priorities of team leadership, mutual submission, and the involvement of all Christians in some form of ministry. 

How committed are you to your role as an active participant in some form of regular serving within our church and/or community? 

Working their way back through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia and preached in Perga. Finally, they made it to Attalia and caught a ship back to Antioch, where it had all started—launched by God's grace and now safely home by God's grace.   A good piece of work. 



 27-28On arrival, they got the church together and reported on their trip, telling in detail how God had used them to throw the door of faith wide open so people of all nations could come streaming in. Then they settled down for a long, leisurely visit with the disciples. 

TAKE AWAY 		Making Disciples, Not Just Converts 
Matthew 28:18-20 (New Living Translation)
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Paul and Barnabas prioritize 
	Strengthening 

Encouraging 
Organizing 
Preparing 


Do you ever find yourself learning but not applying? 
	That is, do you sometimes attend church but don’t take specific action steps to make changes in your life in light of what you’re learning? 


	Brainstorm ideas that you could implement in small group to help counter this common tendency. 
	Feel free to implement any that you all agree on 


Notice how often Christ-followers are called “disciples” in the book of Acts. 
Might there be any value for us and others if we aligned our language more with Scripture and referred to ourselves as disciples or students or followers of Jesus more often rather than just “Christians”? 

Take time to pray for our church to be strong, encouraged, and ready for hardships.. 


TAKE AWAY – Suffering Well 

In The NIV Application Commentary, Ajith Fernando writes, 
“Remember that the clear teaching about the inevitability of suffering comes in a section that describes the follow-through care of the new converts.  This leads us to the conclusion that teaching on suffering should be considered part of the basic follow-through training given to new converts.” 


Take time to read the following passages:
1 Peter 4:12-13; 2 Corinthians 6:4-5; 11:25; 2 Timothy 2:12; 3:11-12; Galatians 6:17; Philippians 1:28-30; 1 Thessalonians 3:3; Luke 9:23-24; Romans 8:17 





Notice the courage Paul and Barnabas displayed. In spite of threats and peril, they continued to strengthen the church. The Christian life is more than merely being converted; it is growing in Christ. 
~ Ray C. Stedman, God’s Unfinished Book

As Acts 14 makes clear, Paul’s mission is more than just evangelization; it is the formation and strengthening of disciples in such a way that they persevere. 
~ William J. Larkin Tyndale Cornerstone Biblical Commentary


