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2 Thessalonians 3:1  - finally brothers and sisters. pray for us that the message of the lord may spread rapidly and be honored...just as it was with you.     

The Story of God 

Acts 13:13-52 
13From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.
	

 14From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. 15After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please speak." 

Acts records three Gospel sermons by the Apostle Paul... 
3:16-41; 14:15-17; 17:22-31 
Parts of Paul’s teaching parallel parts in Paul’s sermon... 
Romans 2:28-29; 4:7; 10:4; 6:7; 8:3 

 16Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: "Men of Israel and you Gentiles who worship God,  

 listen to me! 17The God of the people of Israel chose our fathers; 
	
WE CHOOSE TO RESPOND… 
John 3:16; 	1 Timothy 2:1-4;
2 Peter 3:9; 	Romans 9:30-32 

GOD CHOOSES US… 
John 6:44 (VS 12:32) 
Romans 8:29-30 Ephesians 1:4-5 	
Romans 9:13-23

He made  the people prosper during their stay in Egypt, with mighty power He led them out of that country, 18He endured their conduct[a] for about forty years in the desert, 19He overthrew seven nations in Canaan and gave their land to His people as their inheritance. 20All this took about 450 years. 
   "After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21Then the people asked for a king, and He gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty years. 22After removing Saul, He made David their king. He testified concerning him: 'I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.' 
 23"From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as He promised. 

27The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 
	
29When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised Him from the dead, 31and for many days He was seen by those who had traveled with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem.  They are now his witnesses to our people. 


 32"We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers 33he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. 

As it is written in the second Psalm: 
   " 'You are my Son; today I have become your Father.[b]'[c] 34The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: 
   " 'I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.'[d] 35So it is stated elsewhere:     " 'You will not let your Holy One see decay.'[e] 

38"Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 


 42As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism

followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

 44On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.
45When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy
	
 and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 

 46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life,  we now turn to the Gentiles. 47For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 
   " 'I have made you[g] a light for the Gentiles, 
      that you[h] may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'[i]" 
	
48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; 
	
and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

49The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 

50But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region.
 51So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.


TAKE AWAY(S)

The Gospel as Story 
Foundational 
(see 14:15-17 and 17:22-31). 
Our job is to help people draw lines of connection between their story and God’s. 
How might this effect how we share the gospel with others? 

Irreligious 
The gospel undercuts religion and calls for our complete loyalty to Jesus 
How might this supremacy of the gospel challenge how we live or how we approach others with the gospel? 

Transformative


2 Thessalonians 3:1 

















SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS: 
Discussion:
In the Tyndale Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, William J. Larkin writes: “Paul was aware that his “Good News” was not only good but in many respects startling. God’s surprise move is that through his incarnate and risen Son Jesus, he makes salvation blessings available to all who will believe, including Gentiles – apart from the law! For legalistic, ethnocentric Jews this might indeed be unbelievable, perhaps even outrageous and offensive.” 
How might the gospel be offensive to the variety of people you know? 
How might that alter your way of presenting it to others? 

Read this week’s main text, then compare Paul’s sermon with the two other sermons of Paul recorded in Acts – 14:15-17 and 17:22-31. 
A) What verse or idea stands out to you the most? Why? 
B) What aspects of the gospel message are consistent? What are different? What lessons can we learn from this? 

Meditate on Acts 13:39. Let it sink in. Turn it over in your mind and consider the implications. Allow your heart to rejoice in and glorify the message. Then talk briefly about any new insights or convictions that have settled in. Pray for each other, that you will experience the infilling of joy and the Holy Spirit spoken about in verse 52. 


