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Antioch... 



Acts 11:19-30 (The Message)
 19-21Those who had been scattered by the persecution triggered by Stephen's death traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, but they were still only speaking and dealing with their fellow Jews. 

Acts 8:1-4  

Then some of the men from Cyprus and Cyrene who had come to Antioch started talking to Greeks, giving them the Message of the Master Jesus. God was pleased with what they were doing and put his stamp of approval on it—quite a number of the Greeks believed and turned to the Master. 

 22-24When the church in Jerusalem got wind of this, they sent Barnabas to Antioch to check on things. 

Barnabas... 


As soon as he arrived, he saw that God was behind and in it all. 

He threw himself in with them, got behind them, urging them to stay with it the rest of their lives. 

He was a good man that way, enthusiastic and confident in the Holy Spirit's ways. 

NLT   24 Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and strong in faith. And many people were brought to the Lord.

Barnabas  called GOOD.

The community grew large and strong in the Master. 

 25-26Then Barnabas went on to Tarsus to look for Saul. He found him and brought him back to Antioch. 

They were there a whole year, meeting with the church and teaching a lot of people. It was in Antioch that the disciples were for the first time called Christians. 

Christian = christianos 
Christians = christianoi 
= Christ’s people; Christ-followers 

 27-30It was about this same time that some prophets came to Antioch from Jerusalem. One of them named Agabus stood up one day and, prompted by the Spirit, warned that a severe famine was about to devastate the country. (The famine eventually came during the rule of Claudius.) So the disciples decided that each of them would send whatever they could to their fellow Christians in Judea to help out. They sent Barnabas and Saul to deliver the collection to the leaders in Jerusalem. 


TAKE AWAYS:

Let’s Stop Whining about our Culture

Let’s be Making Disciples 

Let’s Prioritize Compassion 
 (also see Galatians 2:1-10). 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION:
Review the story of the Antioch church in 
Acts 11:19-30. 

In the first century, the idea of Jews and Gentiles uniting together in faith and life was unthinkable. 
What are some groups in our world today that would take a miracle to become united together as one family? 

The message the early Christians proclaimed is called “the good news about the Lord Jesus”. 
In your own words, what is this message? 

Barnabas led the way... Acts 4, Acts 9, Acts 11.
He is the only person in Acts that Luke describes as “good”. He is also “full of the Holy Spirit and faith”. 
Do you know a Barnabas in your life? 

Brainstorm: What is one area of your life that this week you could intentionally become more like Barnabas – “Son of Encouragement”? 

The church in Antioch was begun through the active witness of ordinary Christians, not super leaders. 
Talk about your own experience in sharing the gospel with others. 

What are you doing to contribute to your own spiritual growth? Share ideas of what helps you grow. 
What changes could / should you make? 

In what ways do you participate in active compassion? A) Over-Seas Mission giving? B) Volunteering? C) In your personal life? 

Talk about ways you’re showing compassion and things you could do to improve in this area. 

